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AXXE BOLEYN,

SECOND QUEEX OF HENEY Till.

A KNT3 BOLEYN" was the eldest daughter of sir Thomas
-&. Boleyn and lady Boleyn, and was bom about the year 1501.

Hever castle in Kent, Rochford hall in Esses, and Blickling hall
in Norfolk, hare each been named by historians and topographers
as the birth-place of .Anne Boleyn. The evidences are strongly in
favour of Blickling hall: the local tradition that Anne Boleyn
was born there is so general that it pervades all classes in that
neighbourhood, even to the peasantry.

The first years of Anne Boleyn's life were spent at Blickling,
with her sister Mary and her brother George, afterwards the
unfortunate viscount Rochford. Thomas Wyatt, the celebrated
poet, was in all probability her playfellow, for his father sir
Henry "Wyatt was her father's coadjutor in the government of
' Norwich castle. The first misfortune that befel Anne was the
loss of her mother, lady Boleyn, who died in the year 1512. Sir
Thomas Boleyn married again. Anne's stepmother was a Norfolk
woman of humble origin.

After the death of lady Boleyn, Anne resided at Hever castle,
under the superintendence of a French governess called Simonette,
and other instructors, by whom she was very carefully educated,
and acquired an early proficiency in music, needlework, and many
other accomplishments. While her father was at court, or else-
where, .Anne constantly corresponded with Trim., both in her own
language and in French. She wrote one of the fairest and best
hands of that age. These acquirements were rare indeed among
ladies ia the early part of Henry YIII.'s reign. The princess
Mary Tudor, king Henry's youngest sister, was affianced to
Louis XII. of France, in September 1514. This makes it certain
that Anne was at least double the age stated by her biographers,
for it is neither likely that a child of seven years old would have
acquired the knowledge which Anne possessed at that time, or